
"And now, why delay? Get up and be baptised, and have
your sins washed away, calling on the name of the Lord." 

Acts 22:16

BAPTISM



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Baptism is a celebration of a new believer's faith in Jesus. Similar to a
wedding ceremony, where two people commit to one another, baptism is
where a person can make a public declaration of their faith in Jesus Christ
and their commitment to follow him. Baptism is an outward expression of
inner change. 

Going under the water and rising from it, symbolises leaving the old self
behind and coming up clean and new. As a believer of Jesus, the Holy
Spirit now lives in us. No longer do we have to live with sin but he gives us
new life, living in us and through us. This doesn't mean we'll be perfect but
that we'll seek to follow where Jesus leads. 

Bible Passages
"Ananias to Paul: "The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will
and to see the Righteous One and hear him speak. You are to take his
message everywhere, telling the whole world what you have seen and
heard. And now, why delay? Get up and be baptised, and have your sins
washed away, calling on the name of the Lord." Acts 22:14-16

"As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like
a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased." Matthew 3:16-17

"When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent
and be baptised, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise is for you and your children and all who are far off - for all whom
the Lord our God will call." Acts 2:37-39

Other passages on baptism 
Romans 6:1-14, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Galatians 3:24-29, Titus 3:4-8, 1
Peter 3:18-22, Acts 8:35-37, Acts 19:5-6



Baptism - a symbol of new life in Christ

Going under the water represents
the decision to leave your old self

behind. 

The water over your head
represents God washing away 

your sins. You are forgiven. 

Coming up out of the water
represents the new life Jesus has

given you. He has given you
victory!

"For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as

Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the

Father, now we also may live new lives." Romans 6:4



COMMON QUESTIONS
Why be baptised?

Jesus was baptised (Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew 28:18-20)
New believers in the early church were baptised (Acts 2:36-42, Acts
8:26-40, Acts 9:1-19 & Acts 10:44-48, Acts 16:11-15)
The Bible encourages us to be baptised (Mark 16:6, Acts 2:37-39)
It's a great witness to friends and family and a public confession of our
faith (Matthew 10:32, Romans 10:9-10)
An encouragement to other believers
Something significant to mark and remember your decision to follow
Christ (Romans 6:4)

Does getting baptised make me a Christian?
No. We are saved by God's grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). Baptism is about your
response to what Jesus has done. In fact, if you don't believe in Jesus then
baptism is meaningless. 

When should I get baptised?
Any time once you have decided to follow Jesus. This could be when you
are 8 or 80. All that is required is faith in Jesus and a desire to follow him. 

I was baptised as a baby so why should I get baptised again?
Baptism is a decision to declare your commitment to following Jesus.
However it's not possible to make that decision for yourself when you are a
baby. Getting baptised is something you need to do when you can make
the decision for yourself.

Where can I get baptised? Who can do it? 
You can get baptised in the sea, the river, a pool, bath tub, anywhere with
water. Any Christian can baptise you. It doesn't have to be a pastor but it
could be a friend, mentor or parent. 

What happens at a baptism?
Often people share their testimony and why they have made this decision.
This can be verbally or something written down and handed out. The
person who is baptising you will ask you some questions about your faith in
Jesus and then lightly push you backwards into the water. 

Who should I talk to?
Talk to one of the elders at South Coast Life Church. They can help you to
arrange the baptism, invite the church and issue you with a certificate to
remember your baptism. For more info call Josh Duncan on 0419 204 671.


