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» Weekly challenge

WEEKLY READING PLAN

Tuesday 26th May:  Psalm 36
Wed 27th May:   Psalm 37
Thursday 28th May:  Psalm 38
Friday 29th May:   Psalm 39
Saturday 30th May:  Psalm 40
Sunday 31st May:   Psalm 41
Monday 1st June:   Psalm 42

Who can you show
a piece of the
Father’s love &
care to this week?

As kids we looked after chooks for quite a
few years out the back of the house: Rhode
Island Reds, bantams, and even some ducks.
We named them, fed them, and watched
them as they went about their day-to-day
lives. We even sold some of their eggs to our
bus driver and teachers at school.

Occasionally a hen would become ‘broody’
- where she took a liking to
staying on her nest of eggs -
hoping they would hatch.
She would stubbornly
protect her eggs, and
dispense a few pecks
to anyone who tried
to take her eggs
away. These hens
had one single-
minded simple goal:
to protect those
under her wings.

In today’s reading,
Psalm 36, we read how
God protects and cares for
His children, particularly in
verses 6-7:

“You care for people and animals alike,
O Lord.
How precious is your unfailing love, O God!
All humanity finds shelter
in the shadow of your wings.”

Here we have a picture of our Heavenly
Father’s intimate relationship with us: caring

for us with unfailing love, and sheltering us
under His wings like a mother hen sheltering
her chicks.

Elsewhere, in Matthew 23:37, Jesus also likens
Himself to a mother hen:

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones God’s messengers!

How often I have wanted to gather
your children together as a hen

protects her chicks beneath
her wings, but you

wouldn’t let me.”

And, in Genesis 1:2, we
read that “the Spirit
of God was hovering
over the surface of
the waters”. The
original word refers
to a bird brooding

over its nest of young
chicks!

The Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit all care for

us intimately, like a hen
lovingly protects its chicks and

keeps them warm and safe.

We find safety in the presence of God. We
find our security in Him. We find shelter
under His wings.

We have nothing to fear when God is near.
And He’s nearer than we could ever imagine -
He’s with us!


